# 
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What: ±s claimed is : 

1, A metlxod. for monitoring utilization condition of contents 
comprising the steps of . 
5 equipping information gathering means on a networJc with which 

a user terminal is allowed to connect, said user terminal carrying 
out information processing by utilizing said contents; 

distributing digital infoxroation embedded in said contents 
to said user terminal, said digital information causing said user 
10 terminal to transmit a contents utilizing history indicating said 
utilizing condition of the contents to said information gathering 
means at a predetermined timing while said user terminal is connected 
with said network? and 

creating utilizing information indicating how much the 
particular content is utilized, based on said contents utilizing 
history collected through said information gathering means . 

2 . A method for monitoring utilization condition of contents 

comprising the steps of; 

issuing a recording medium to a user operating a user terminal 
which carries out information processing by utilizing said contents , 
said recording medium having a data recording area for recording 
user identification data and a nonvolatile memory area; 

equipping inf oirmation gathering means on a network with which 
25 said user terminal is allowed to connect; 

distributing digital information embedded in said contents 
to said user terminal to which said issued recording medium is loaded , 
said digital information causing said user terminal to store a 
contents utilizing history indicating said utilizing condition of 
30 the contents to said memory area, and to read said stored contents 
utilizing history so as to transmit said contents utilizing history 



to sa±<i ±nf oxmation gatheiring means along with said usear 
identification dLata at a pxedeterminedL timing wtiile said usej? 
texTOinal is connected witti said network; and 

creating utilizing information indicating how much the 
particular content is utilized by which user, based on said contents 
utilizing history and said user identification data collected 
through said information gathering means . 

3. A method for monitoring utilizing condition of contents 

according to claim 2, further comprising the step of authenticating 
whether said user terminal and said contents utilized in said user 
terminal are proper or not, based on registered history data of 
transaction indicating that said contents are properly transacted, 
and also based on registered user texrminal identification data for 
authentication. 



4. A method for monitoring utilizing condition of contents 

according to claim 3, wherein said authenticating step is executed 
on said user teirminal to which said recording medium is loaded, 
by recording said user terminal identification data to said data 
recording area of the recording medium and distributing said history 
data of transaction along with said contents , 

5- A method for monitoring utilization condition of contents 
according to claim 2, wherein said user terminal transmits said 
contents utilizing history to said information gathering means, 
on condition that the number of times of utilizing the same content 
by the same user exceeds a predetermined number, 

6. A system for monitoring utilization condition of contents 
comprising : 
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inf ormat±on gathering means for gattiexing information from 
a networJc witti wliicti a user terminal is allowed to connect, said 
user terminal carrying out information processing by utilizing said 
contents ; 

contents distributing means for distributing digital 
information embedded in said contents to said user terminal, said 
digital information causing saiduser terminal to transmit a contents 
utilizing history indicating said utilizing condition of the 
contents to said information gathering means at a predetermined 
timing while said user teirminal is connected with said network; 
and 

^'t±2.±z±Tig information creating means for creating utilizing 
information indicating how much the particular content is utilized, 
based on said contents utilizing history collected through said 
information gathering means . 

7- A system for monitoring utilization condition of contents 

comprising: 

means for issuing a recording medium to a user operating a 
user terminal which carries out information processing by utilizing 
said contents , said recording medium having a data recording area 
for recording user identification data and a nonvolatile memory 
area ; 

information gathering means for gathering information from 
25 a network with which said user terminal is allowed to connect; 

contents distributing means for distributing digital 
information embedded in said contents to said user terminal to which 
said issued recording medium is loaded, said digital information 
causing said user terminal to store a contents utilizing history 
indicating said utilizing condition of the contents to said memory 
area, and to read said stored contents utilizing history so as to 



30 



transmit saxd contents ut±l±z±ng history to said infoirmation 
gatliei:±ng means along w±tli sa±d user identification data at a 
predetermined timing while said user terminal is connected with 
said networJc; and 

utilizing information creating means for creating utilizing 
information indicating how much the particular content is utilized 
by which user, based on said contents utilizing history and said 
user identification data collected through said information 
gathering means , 



8. A system for monitoring utilizing condition of contents 
according to claim 7 , wherein 

said contents distributing means is so constructed as to 
distribute said contents after encrypting or compressing said 
contents , and 

key data for decrypting said encrypted or compressed data 
is recorded in a data area of said recording medium. 

9. A system for monitoring utilization condition of contents 
according to claim 7, wherein 

said contents distributing means distributes history data 
of transaction indicating that said content are properly transacted 
along with said contents, and 

said user terminal is so constructed as to be allowed to utilize 
only said properly transacted contents based on said history data 
of transaction. 

10- A system for monitoring utilization condition of contents 
according to claim 7 , wherein 

P^^- registered user terminal identification data is recorded 
in said data recoding area of the recording medium, ..and 
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said user terminal is so constructed that only the proper 
user terminal is allowed to utilize said contents by the proper 
user based on said user terminal identification data. 

11, A computer program for causing a computer system connectable 
to a network with which a user terminal for executing information 
processing by utilizing contents is allowed to connect, to operate 
as a utilizing condition monitoring system for monitoring utilizing 
conditionof the contents by said user terminal, said computer program 
causing said utilizing condition monitoring system to comprise: 
information gathering means for gathering information from 
said network:; 

contents distributing means for distributing digital 
information embedded in said contents to said user terminal, said 
digital information causing said user terminal to transmit a contents 
utilizing history indicating said utilizing condition of the 
contents to said information gathering means at a predetermined 
timing while said user terminal is connected with said network; 
and 

utilizing information creating means for creating utilizing 
information indicating how much the particular content is utilized, 
based on said contents utilizing history collected through said 
information gathering means . 

12. A computer-readable recording medium recording the computer 
program according to claim Il- 
ia. A computer program for causing a computer system connectable 
to a network with which a user terminal is allowed to connect, to 
operate as a utilizing condition monitoring system for monitoring 
utilizing condition of contents by said user terminal, said user 



1:exm±nal loaded, with a recoxd±ng medium liaving a data irecoirding 
ax-ea for recording user- identification data for identifying a user 
operating said user terminal and a nonvolatile memory area so as 
to execute information processing by utilizing tlie contents, said 
computer program causing said utilizing condition monitoring system 
to comprise: 

information gatliering means for gathering information from 
said networlc; 

contents distributing means for distributing digital 
information embedded in said contents to said user terminal, said 
digital infoirmation causing said user terminal to store a contents 
utilizing bistory indicating said utilizing condition of tbe 
contents to said memory area, and to read said stored contents 
utilizing bistory so as to transmit said contents utilizing history 
to said information gathering means along with said user 
identification data at a predetermined timing while said user 
terminal is connected with said networlc ; and 

utilizing information creating means for creating utilizing 
information indicating how much the particular content is utilized 
by which user, based on said contents utilizing history and said 
user identification data collected through said infoxmation 
gathering means - 

14. A computer -readable recording medium recording the computer 
program according to claim 13. 

15 . A recording medium readable by a user teirminal which executes 
information processing by utilizing contents and is accessible to 
information gathering means equipped on a networlc, said recording 
medium comprising: 

a contents recording area in which said contents are recorded 



- 32 - 

and. a digital Information recox-dlng area in wtiicti digital information 
associated with said contents is recorded, 

wtierein said digital information causes said user terminal 
to store a contents utilizing history indicating utilizing condition 
5 of the contents in a given recording area of the recording medium, 
and to read said stored contents utilizing history so as to transmit 
said contents utilizing history to said information gathering means 
at a predetermined timing while said user terminal is connected 
with said networK , 

10 

16 . A recording medium according to claim 15 , wherein a transaction 
history data recording area for recording transaction history data 
indicating that said contents are properly transacted, is provided 
at a position accessihle hy said user terminal prior to at least 
15 said contents recording area. 




17 . A recording medium detachably loaded in a user terminal which 
executes information processing by utilizing contents and is 
accessible to information gathering means equipped on a network, 
0 said recording medium comprising: 
authentication means; 

a data recording area for recording pre -registered user 
identification data, user terminal identification data for 
identifying the user tezioinal allowed to be used properly, and Jcey 
25 data indispensable for utilizing said contents ; 

a rewritable nonvolatile memory area; and 

memory control means for causing the user terminal 
authenticated by said authentication means to store a contents 
utilizing history indicating utilizing condition of the contents 
30 to said memory area, and to read said stored contents utilizing 
history so as to transmit said contents utilizing history to said 
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inf ozmation gathering means along with saidl user identification 
data at a predetennined. timing while said user terminal is connected 
with said network* 




